Related literature
For general background on the coordination chemistry of 1,2,4-triazoles, see: Klingele & Brooker (2003) ; Rubio et al. (2011) . For the biological activity of triazoles, see: Isloor et al. (2009) . For a related structure, see: Ren et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [CuCl 2 (C 15 
À3
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
The coordination chemistry of 1,2,4-triazoles as ligands has been widely studied (Klingele & Brooker 2003; Rubio et al., 2011) . Some 1,2,4-triazole compounds show biological activities (Isloor et al., 2009) . We report here the crystal structure analysis of the title compound.
In the title complex ( Fig. 1) , copper(II) atom is coordinated by two N atoms of a 3-(methoxymethyl)-4-phenyl-5-(2-pyridyl)-4H-1,2,4-triazole and two chloride anion atoms, and exhibits a highly distorted square-planar geometry (Ren et al., 2006) with N1-Cu1-N4 and Cl1-Cu1-Cl2 angles 79.86 (8) with respect to the triazole ring.
Experimental
To a warm solution of 3-methoxymethyl-4-phenyl-5-(2-pyridyl)-4H-1,2,4-triazole (0.532 g, 2 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml), CuCl 2 .2H 2 O (0.340 g, 2 mmol) was added. The filtrate was left to stand at room temperature for several days. The title compound crystallized as a green product which was collected and a single crystal suitable for X-ray diffraction was selected.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the parent atoms with C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.97 Å, for aryl, methyl and methylene type H-atoms, respectively, with Uĩso~(H) = 1.2 or 1.5
times U~eq~(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atomic labels; displacement ellipsoids are shown at 30% probability level. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction coefficient: 0.00051 (11) 
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